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Abstract— Street children by the nature of their work and
lives are on their own largely unprotected by adults, and
become vulnerable to many dangers and conflict at home
and their workplace. This paper explores and analyses the
various situations of conflicts and the reactions exhibited by
street children after having conflict with their parents. The
study was carried on 160 street children (9-12 years) equally
distributed over gender. Data were collected by administering
a Self-structured Interview Schedule to study the situations
of conflict, consequences of conflicts, behavior and
reactions exhibited by children after having conflict. Results
revealed that children perceived parents as a fearful figure.
A higher proportion of street children (56.87%) cited
disobeying parents was the major cause of conflict with
their parents and as a reaction a higher proportion of them
(45.00%) started crying after having disturbing situations.
More number of boys become indifferent, go to work as
usual, reacted back verbally, becomes aggressive and think
of running away whenever they had conflict with their
parents while majority of the girls reported of seeking
sympathy from friends/other family members, missing work
on the particular day or crying for hours at end.
Keywords— Conflict, Incidence, Parents, Street children.

l. INTRODUCTION

Tens of millions of children live in the streets ofties
scattered all over the world. While their presentay be
noticed in developed as well as developing coustrie
however, the majority of street children live inetfpoor
nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, espdgitndia
and Brazil (Pillai & Patnaik 2008). Most of the lkhien
who are on streets are due to poverty and unemgot/of
their parents. They may also be on streets becafise
breakdown of families and domestic violence or fein
abandoned or neglected by the family. The conditién
street children involves those children who haveragic
relationship with their parents and the one whediko live
with other street children in the cities. Most bktstreet

www.ijaems.com

children are neglected by their parents or relativEhey
find themselves on the streets since their childhdoe to
family problems and constant abuse because ofstifté
or disturbing home environment. These childrennetar
adjust their lives with the difficulties and probis. They
train themselves to make their source of livingieraand
get indulged in various routine activities and quation
which teaches them to earn their living (Ugwuedb03).
Many a times they ended up having negative inteEnact
with their parents due to various reasons suchriagibg
less money from work, not going to street for wanking
abusive language, making too many demands, misb@hav
with their parents, behaving violently with siblsxgr when
the child disobeyed their parents and further thresgmative
interactions ends up having conflict with their grats. But
most of the parents don’'t understand or dare actiept
negative effects of conflict on childrens' psyclgibal and
behavioral wellbeing. The impact of everyday canfibn
their children's behaviour and mental health is/etri by
how the children understand the problems in the
relationship as well as the nature of the confiistlf.
Children exposed to family violence can develop
behavioural difficulties like low self-esteem, ieased
levels of anxiety, repressed feelings of fear, angeilt and
confusion, regression, aggression/temper tantraeshol
and drug abuse.
(http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/index.php/hesaddiety
[2788-parental-conflict-invisible-bruises-on-chédy.
Under these circumstances, children often find gedues
active participants in the survival of themselvésd,
becoming street as his or her habitual abode (Amgnd
2007). The presents study is in the direction tdewstand
the various situations of conflict the children expnced
with their parents and the type of reactions diggllaby
them. The main objectives of the study are

1. To identify the incidence of situations of conflict

between street children and their parents.
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2. To determine the consequences of conflict among
street children in the context of the age and gende
differences in exhibiting the reactions after hgvin
conflict with their parents.

Il. METHODOLOGY
Street children who live in various crowded plaagfs
Ludhiana city were selected for the study. The $amp
comprising of 160 street children (9-12 years) #gua
distributed over gender was purposively selectethgus
snowball sampling technique. The main criteria dokd
for the selection of children was that these ckitdshould
be home based and actively involved in street iiettv A
Self-structured Interview Schedule was administeted
explore the behaviour of children which causes latinf
between them and their parents, consequences fifctam
the context of age and gender differences on @&t
exhibited by children to the situations of conflicthe
interview schedule was pretested on a sample afti2@t
children which was not included in the final samplée
test-retest reliability of the interview scheduleasw
calculated to be 0.90 by using Karl Pearson Cdiozla
Coefficient.

M. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Situations of conflict between street children andheir
parents
Street children are mostly deprived of family caed
protection and the high rate of family disintegratimakes
children start working from very early age.
Data presented in Table 1 indicates the situatidrt®nflict
between street children and their parents. It idest from
the table that disobeying parents was cited by drigh
proportion of the children (56.87%) as the majonsea of
conflicts with their parents followed by violent hmevior
with siblings (40.00 %). However, more than thinipe per
cent children (39.37%) reported misbehaving and ingak
too many demands respectively as the cause ofictonf
Some children (27.50%) reported to be using abusive
language and more than twenty four per cent (24)37%
reported for not attending work to street as thesea of
conflict whereas 11.25 per cent children reportedt t
bringing less money from work was the cause forflain
with parents.
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Table.1: Stuations of conflict between street children and
their parents (n=160)

Causes of conflict f %
Bring less money from work 18| 11.25
Don'’t go for work 39 | 24.37
Child using abusive a4 | 2750
language
Make too many demands 63 39.87
Misbehave with parents 63  39.37
Violent pehawour with 64 | 40.00
siblings
Disobey parents 91| 56.87

Multiple responses

Consequences of conflict

Further probing into data revealed that a highepertion
of the children (45.00%) starts crying after havoupflict
with parents, followed by 40.00 per cent childremovwvere
found to withdraw themselves from family. Howeverere
were children (25.62%) who reported of shoutingkbat
their parents, while 25.00 per cent started scregmi
followed by stop talking to the parents after hgvaonflict
(21.87%) with them. Many of them (17.50%) stopped
carrying out household activities and around twegleecent
(12.50%) children reported of not returning home
sometimes and run away from home whenever they had
conflict with their parents whereas very few (7.50%
stopped going to work after having conflict withreiats
(Table 2). In line with the study Kufeldt and Nimr(2002)
discussed the findings of a study of runaway anthdless
youth who were interviewed on the street. Two didti
groups emerged from the analysis, generating atteat
hypothesis that the true “runners” tend to leaw@rthomes
with the intention of not returning and thus theins are
extended; the second group, designated “in andsgutgse
the run as a temporary coping mechanism. Their tend
to be impulsive and of short duration. The studynid that
runaways (in particular the runners) are at grésk of
being drawn into illegal activities. Major factoasfecting
this risk are distance from home and length of tonethe
run. Sudan (2011) also stated that lack of paresdet is
among the major causes that push children ontsttieets.
Children are abused by parents, close relativeardians
and at times the authorities.
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Table.2: Consequences of conflict between street children

and the parents
(n=160)
Consequ.ence of f %
conflict
Stop going to work 12| 7.5C
Not returning home
sometimes and run | 20 | 12.50
away from home
Stop carrying out
household activities 28 | 17.50
Stop talking to the 35 | 21.87
parents
Start screaming 40 25.9J0
Start shouting 41| 25.6p
Withdraw from family | 64 | 40.00
Child starts crying 72| 45.0D

Multiple responses

Age and gender_differences in_the consequences of
conflict between street children and their parents

Street children are exposed to various types dflpros and
difficulties at home and their coping measures ediff
according to the age and gender of the children taed
intensity of the stressful situation faced by them.

Data pertaining to consequences of conflict revkedlat
there was an association in between the reactibribeo
children exhibited after having conflict with theage and
gender because it was more of older children (1yeis)
who do not return home and sometimes ran away from
home (16.87%) and stop carrying out household/iie

(20.48%) as compared to younger children (9-1kjeaho
usually start screaming (28.57%) or start crying.48%)
after having conflict with their parents. Furthemmoit was
also investigated that more number of boys who 'tlidn
return home and sometimes ran away from home (%).50
and start shouting (32.50%) while major proportanthe
girls reported to start screaming (30.00%) or c(tfl 00%)
after having conflict (Table 3). Gupta (1995) stdlithe
coping and preference for social support in daifg |
stressful situation by children on the street ancaled that
in coping with parental punishment, the childrene us
emotion-focused coping which is representative hodirt
escape-avoidance strategies, withdrawal tendenaie$
self-control. When confronted with problems related
peers and siblings, the children tend to use proldgented
coping styles which are indicative of the use ofisibe
language, aggression and vengeful behavior. In cdse
preference for social support children indicategirtidesire
to be alone in situations related to their workcplapeers
and in dealing with parental punishment. Out ofgheents,
the children prefer maternal support in contrasthiat of
father especially when they are at the time of lcnf
Children seek support of grandparents, relative and
neighbors only at the time of parental conflict asb they
like to be with their peers with sibling while dgirthe
household chores. Lack of families/guardians and
inadequate family support and attachment to altemma
value systems in their culture are considered sksfactors
(Senaratna & Wijewardana 2012).

Table.3: Per cent distribution of younger and older, male and femal e street children in exhibiting the behavior after having
conflict with parents)

Age wise distribution of street

Gender wise distribution of street| x?

children children
Behavior  of| 9-11 years| 11-12 Total X Male Female Total
the child (n=77) years (n=160) (n=80) (n=80) (n=160)

(n=83)

f % f % f % f % f % f %
Stop going W4 1969 | 5 | 602| 127 5 |625|7 | 87s| 147°°
work
Not returning 12.50 12.50
home 12.42% 11.96%
sometimes anfl6 7.79 | 14| 16.8}20 14 | 17.50 6 7.50 | 20
run away from
home
Stopcaming ;| 14 5917 | 20.4g 28 | %% 14 | 17.5d 14 | 17.59 28 | *>%°
out household
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activities

Stop talking 19 ¢ | 53 3d 17 | 20.4d 35 | 4000 16 | 200419 | 23.79 35 | 4090
the parents

Start screaming 26 | 33.7714 | 16.8740 |25.00 16 | 20.04 24 | 30.0q 40 |25.00
Start shouting |22 | 28.5719 | 22.8941 |25.62 26 | 32,50 15 | 18.7541 |25.62
Withdraw from| o, | 35 9d 34 | 40.04 64 |21’ 31 | 387933 | 412964 |21
family

Child sty 4o | 5544 27 | 32,5972 |70 28 | 35.0944 | 55.0d 72 | 17"
crying

***n <0.01; Multiple responses

V. CONCLUSION

Children need to be treated and protected well.this
effect, therefore, parents need to be alerted lootakte care
of children, how to treat and protect them from afiythe
undesirable happenings that may come across thdrerah
up with awful acts since street children reportédaging
various incidence of conflicting situations wittethparents
such as bringing less money from work, not goingstoeet
work, using abusive language, making too many deisian
misbehave with parents, behaving violently withisis or
disobeying parents and higher proportion of thddcén
reported of having conflicts with their parents &ese of
disobeying them. As conflict influences the quabfytheir
children’s’ lives in many ways, parents as a pasduld
have to cope with their emotions and learn how aadbe
and resolve conflict. Contrary to this, failure deal with
conflict appropriately and fight in the presencechfldren
can result in wide-ranging and long-lasting negativ
outcome on children. Incontrovertibly domestic eginde is
likely to have destructive effects on both pareatd
children of all ages. However, its ill effects ohildren
seem to be less recognized or undermined by thgl@eo
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